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Grass-Root Foundation 
Philosophy in action 
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“Helping the indigenous people but 
without understanding their 
wisdom, custom and knowledge in 
their own territorial governance 
would mean  to create a new form 
of poverty” 

(Tran thi Lanh - 1992)



SPERI  Philosophy in Action 1990s onward 
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Grass-Root Indigenous People Challenges in Mekong context 



SPERI  Philosophy in Action 1990s onward 
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Three Pillars to over Challenges 
of the Grass-Root Indigenous Community in Me Kong Region 

Community Sustainable 
Development

(Self- Determination) 

Grass-Root 
Democracy

(Six Thematic Based
Interest Group
Empowerment) 

Civil Society 
Empowerment

(MECO-ECOTRA &
YIELDS-AGREE 

Spider Networking) 

Nurturing Nature



SPERI  Philosophy in Action 1990s onward 
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Three Pillars for Strengthening and Empowering Community 
Based Organizational and Institutional Strategy  

Community Ownership 
of Land Governance

(Land Rights)

Community Ownership 
of Knowledge 

(Land Use and Relative 
Surplus)

Community Ownership 
of Local Seed and 

product chain
(Community Based 

Enterprising) 

Agro-Ecology
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A rights  based Approach to structural poverty
Six thematic Networking in breaking 1) Being Isolated led 2) 

Inconfident led 3) No-Ownership

Education 

HEPA

Eco-Farm 
Net. 

Media 

Handicraft 
Net. 

YIELDS

Herb Net.

Research

Customary 
Laws Net.
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Current project 

locations

Past project 

locations

(In Networking)

Project in Laos 

(Luang Prabang prov.)

LOCATION 
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MECO-ECOTRA

Current project 

locations

KEY FARMER NETWORKING TOWARDS SIX THEMATIC BASED INTEREST GROUP 
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Partnership

Spiritual 

Leaders

Local 

Parliament’s 

members

Members 

of NKFB
TEW/CHESH/

CIRD

Indigenous  

traditional 

approach

Top-down 

approach

NKFN
NIRD CIRD TIRD

Regional 

coordinators

Regional 

coordinators

Regional 

coordinators

KFs      KFs     KFs    KFs    KFs    KFs    KFs    KFs    KFs    KFs KFs 

Facilitation

1995

2005

2015

Target 

groups

Target 

groups

Target 

groups

Target 

groups

Target 

groups

Target 

groups

MECO-

ECOTRA SPERI

Grass-root Based OD and ID Approach



Philosophy in action 
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SPERI
Partnership

Key Farmer 

Networking Reform

(1995-2005-2015)

Inter-Dependent Social Ecological  

transformation 

Ecological Care & Economic 

Fair Share Responsibility 

Creating social -

economic 

discourse

10 standards of an 

Ecological Product Chain

 Land Rights Based Network Empowerment;

 Up- Land Use Based Movement;

 Connection between  Eco- Farmer and Eco-

Consumer;

 Social awareness raising and mushrooming

Community Landscape of 3 R based Agro-Ecology 

Governance empowerment;

 Local wisdom and knowledge  of Seed in Up-Land 

Farming and Product Processing with appropriated 

technology application towards livelihood security;

Leading

Contributing to political 

transformation

Land Use Policy 

Analysis (LUPA)

5 core 

characteristics 

Nurturing and following the 

nature

Land Rights

5 Fundamental 

Indicator  
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Promoting

MECO-ECOTRA –
YIELDS-AGREE

SPERI

LAND RIGHTS, LAND USE AND LAND ECONOMIC BASED APPROACH



PHILOSOPHY – CULTURAL & SPIRIT/BELIEF TOWARD 
LOCALIZATION IN HIGHLANDSCAPE 
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Localization

Holistic Resource

Harmonize

Nurturing 

Diversity

Gardening 
market

Self-Reliance

Values

Land

Displacement 

Livelihoods

Security

Development 
strategies

Future rights

Globalization

Pricing Capital

Exploitation

Maximize profits

Industrial Agric

Supermarket

Dependency
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Achieving 5 Fundamental Rights of Grass-Root Needs

1. Rights to Land

2. Rights to belief in Land

3. Rights to practice local knowledge

4. Rights to maintain local varieties 

5. Rights to share-responsibility



Livelihood Sovereignty

Nurturing 5 core characteristic  rights of a highlandscape Ecosystem 

1. Diversity /đa dạng

2. Uniqueness/đặc thù

3. Interaction/tương tác

4. Adaptability/ thích nghi

5. Sustainability/bền vững



Livelihood Sovereignty

HUMAN & NATURE HARMONIOUS BETWEEN NEED & POWER

1. SINCERELY

2. SECURITY

3. SELF-DETERNINATION

4. SMART

5. SUSTAINABILITY

WELLBEING WITHOUT HUMAN WIN – NATURAL LOSE 



Indigenous Community and Territorial Claim 



Indigenous Community and Territorial Governance for Advocacy 



Indigenous Community an Territorial Governance Advocay



MOTHER TREES POSITIONING, AUDITING and ENRICHING



Community Entrepreneurship: Lý May Chan, Tran thi Binh, Hoang văn Tuyen, Xay Khu Zang, Leu Van Trọng, Somlit, 
Hoang van Phuoc, Vang Sin Min, Leng Van Suong, Vu Lao Lenh, 



Community entrepreneur: Vu Lao Lenh – Herbal
Enterprising



Community entrepreneur: Leng Van Suong – Agro-Ecology



Family entrepreneur: Hoang Van Phuoc - Agro-ecology



Livelihood Sovereignty

YOUR COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK ARE OUR PLEASURE 

THANK YOU!



Publication/Lobby link website

• Luật hội

• Bauxite Tây nguyên

• Vận động chính sách – từ thực tiễn đến pháp luật;

• Rừng tâm linh cộng đồng

• Thực vật học dân tộc

• Nature spirit

• Chủ quyền sinh kế và sự thanh thản của Làng

• Luật tục trong phụng dưỡng thiên nhiên

• Why rights livelihood

• Tập đoàn cây bản địa

• Điều 48. Luật đất đai 2003

• Điều 29 Luật Bảo vệ và Phát triển rừng 2004

• 17 Điều luật Lâm nghiệp 2017

• 30.000 ha rừng và đất rừng tại Lào và khoảng 90.000 rừng và đất rừng tại VN. Tham khao link 
website



Intellectual Foundation Partnership

• CRES Vietnam (Viện tài nguyên và môi trường)

• Viện Hàn lâm Nông nghiệp Việt nam

• Đại học Quốc gia Hà nội

• Tạp chí Cộng sản

• RSSD – Chiangmai Thai lan

• Đại Học Majeor, Chiang mai Thai Lan

• Đai học Xouvanovong- Bắc Lào

• Đại học ANU

• Đại Học Waikato

• Viện ISS Hà lan



Intellectual Activists Network
• Professor  Ton Gia Huyen – Land Governance and Tenure Specialist 

• Dr Doan Minh Huan – Political Intellectual Thinker;

• Professor Khong Dien – Ethnologist

• Professor Dang Trung Thuận – Human Ecography Specialist;

• Professor Chayan – Social Anthropologist

• Professor Richar Baker – Forest Science;

• Professor John Quaylor – Land Economist and Community Based Eco – Tourism;

• Dr Nguyen Manh Cuong – Economist;

• Dr David Neilson – Socialogist/Neo- Marxist;

• Professor Marcos Arruda – Economist/ Neo- Marxist;

• Professor Goeltenboth – Rain Forest and Land Use Specialist;

• Professor Steiner – Human Ecologist;

• Dr Barber – Development Anthropologist;

• Tom Ryan – Historial and Cultural Anthropologist;



Media

• Báo điện tử Đảng Cộng sản;

• Tạp chí Theleader 

• Truyền hình VCT Toàn cầu về Doanh nhân Cộng đồng

• VTV 1 về Land conflict

• Báo văn học nghệ thuật và dân tộc thiểu số (Văn nghệ Dân tộc) 
Chuyên đề ‘’Chính sách, Môi trường và Phát triển Cộng đồng;

• Báo nhân dân;

• Thời báo kinh tế sài gòn 

• www.speri.org; www.livelihoodsovereignty.org, www.cendiglobal.org

• www.diendandoanhnhancongdong.org; www.ffs.org 

http://www.speri.org/
http://www.livelihoodsovereignty.org/
http://www.cendiglobal.org/
http://www.diendandoanhnhancongdong.org/

